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(57) Abstract: An apparatus and method for facilitating 
commerce between a registered buyer and a seller uses a 
mediating computer situated between a buyer terminal and a 
seller terminal. The mediating computer includes a database of 
registered buyers and acts as a server for processing transactions 
via a network. A document file is received via the network from 
the seller terminal at the mediating computer where the document 
file is reconstructed. The document file is prepared by the seller 
and contains a transaction proposal for the registered buyer. 
The reconstructed document file includes product data and is 
transmitted from the mediating computer to the buyer terminal. 
Buyer reply data is received via the network from the buyer 
terminal at the mediating computer and is reconstructed therein 
into a buyer reply list file including the buyer reply data. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR 

FACILITATING COMMERCE BETWEEN BUYER AND SELLER 

t. 

i 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a method and apparatus 
for facilitating commerce between buyer and seller, and more 

k 

specifically, to a method and apparatus using a mediating 
computer to utilize network communication technology to 
10 facilitate existing Internet -based commerce. 

Discussion of the Related Art 

Electronic commerce, typically that transacted via the 
Internet, is commerce whereby goods and services are dealt 
15 electronically and includes the exchange of electronic documents . 
The main participants of electronic commerce are authorized 
to take part in such commerce, similar to the participation 
in brick-and-tnortar business. As the core participants of 
electronic commerce, cyberspace retail outlets supplying goods 
20 and services attract consumers (buyers) of those goods/services, 
and some type of a cyberspace banking facility or credit provider 
is required for effecting the transactions. 

In a typical electronic transaction as described above, 
a company or an individual utilizes a general searching engine 
25 on the Internet to search and access web pages of advertisement . 
The cyberspace retailer is contacted by sending an electronic 
document such as an email to the seller (or buyer) . Electronic 
commerce also encompasses business-to-business commerce as 
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well as business-to-consumer, so that the contact may originate 
from the seller and be directed to buyer. 

Such electronic commerce,, however, is subject to many 
difficulties, which include excessive costs and poor speed 
5 and accuracy. For example, buyers suffer a loss of time, and 
the associated costs, while visiting the website of each 
potentially desirable retailer, who may well be wholly unknown 
to the buyer, and often experience difficulty in searching 
products based on price ctfid other factors. Sellers, on the 
10 other hand, also have difficulties, for example, in making 
in-roads into a foreign market. The seller is burdened with 
managing and operating the website and loses potential business 
when buyers fail to effectively search the Internet and access 
the desired website. 

15 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Accordingly, in order to overcome the above drawbacks 
of conventional methods of Internet commerce, it is the object 
of the present invention to provide a method by which commerce 
20 between Internet buyers and sellers may be facilitated. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
an apparatus suitable for realizing the above method. 

Therefore, in accordance with a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention, there is provided a method for 
25 facilitating commerce between a registered buyer and a seller 
using a mediating computer situated between a buyer terminal 
and a seller terminal, the mediating computer including a 
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database of registered buyers and acting as a server for 
processing transactions via a network. The method comprises 
the steps of : receiving a document file via the network from 
the seller terminal at- the mediating computer, the document 
5 file being prepared by the seller and containing a transaction 
proposal for the registered buyer; reconstructs^ th^ 'f^ument 
file into a predetermined format , using the mediating computer, 
the reconstructed document file including predetermined product 
data, and transmitting via the network the reconstructed 

10 document file from the mediating computer to the buyer terminal ; 
receiving buyer reply data via the network from the buyer terminal 
at the mediating computer; reconstructing the buyer reply data 
into a buyer reply list file, using the mediating computer, 
the buyer reply list file including the buyer reply data, and 

15 transmitting the buyer reply list file via the network from 
the mediating computer to the seller terminal; generating a 
selected buyer list file from the buyer reply list file received 
at the seller terminal, the selected buyer list file consisting 
of registered buyers selected by the seller and being transmitted 

20 via the network to the mediating computer; and transmitting 
buyer connection means data corresponding to the selected buyer 
list file via the network from the mediating computer to the 
seller terminal. 

In the above method, seller connection means data is 

25 inserted in the document file containing the transaction 
proposal, but the seller connection means data is excluded 
from the reconstructed document file transmitted to the buyer 
terminal. Also, the buyer reply data includes a buyer reply 
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document and buyer connection means data, but the buyer 
connection means data is excluded from the buyer reply list 
file transmitted to the seller terminal. 

In addition, in accordance with another aspect of the 
5 present invention, there is further provided a similar method 
by which the e- 1 1 — terminal and buyer terminals are interchanged 
to enable plural registered sellers to receive proposals of 
transaction from a given buyer . 

It is preferable that the mediating computer further 
10 include a seller database and a buyer database storing 
information such as telephone numbers, addresses, contact names, 
and the like. The buyer database is comprised of registered 
buyers . 

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present 
15 invention, there is further provided an apparatus for 
facilitating commerce between a seller and a registered buyer 
using a mediating computer situated between a buyer terminal 
and a seller terminal, the mediating computer including a 
database of registered buyers and acting as a server for 
20 processing transactions via a network. The apparatus 
comprises: a seller terminal, connected to the network and 
provided with a wordprocessor, an Internet browser, and email 
software, to create a document file containing a transaction 
proposal for the registered buyer and to make selections from 
25 a buyer reply list file; a mediating computer, connected to 
the network, to receive the document file from the seller terminal , 
to reconstruct the document file into a predetermined format 
containing predetermined product data, and to transmit the 
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reconstructed document file to buyers registered on the 
mediating computer's database; at least one buyer terminal, 
connected to the network and provided with a wordprocessor , 
an Internet browser, -and email software, to receive the 
5 reconstructed document file from the mediating computer and 
to transmit a reply messages based on the reconstructed d^^urr — t 
file, wherein the mediating computer supplies buyer connection 
means data to the seller terminal based on the reply messages 
transmitted from the at least one buyer terminal . 

10 In addition, in accordance with still another aspect of 

the present invention, there is further provided a similar 
apparatus in which the seller terminal and buyer terminals 
are interchanged to accommodate plural registered sellers 
connecting to a given buyer proposing a transaction. 

15 Importantly, there is no information for identifying the 

means for connecting to the seller contained in the files sent 
to the buyers - In the case of a buyer making the initial contact 
to a plurality of sellers, there is likewise no information 
for identifying the means for connecting to the buyer contained 

20 in the files sent to the sellers. This enables a service fee 
to be charged by the operator of the mediating computer in 
either case. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
25 The present invention and the above objects, features, 

and advantages thereof will become more fully understood and 
appreciated from the following detailed description read in 
conjunction with the accompanying set of drawings, in which 



5 



WO 01/71594 



PCIYKR01/00331 



like reference numerals denote similar elements, provided 
by way of illustration only and thus not limiting the invention, 
wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a method and apparatus 
5 for facilitating commerce between buyer and seller according 
to one embodimer*- of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a detailed block diagram of the mediating computer 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a detailed block diagram of the seller terminal 
10 shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a detailed block diagram of the buyer terminal 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a flow chart showing a method for facilitating 
commerce between buyer and seller according to the embodiment 
15 of the present invention shown in FIG. 1; 

FIGS . 6 and 7 are samples of transaction proposals created 
and sent by a seller; 

FIGS . 8 and 9 are samples of transaction proposals created 
and sent by a buyer; 
20 FIG. 10 shows an example of a bulletin board or posted 

webpage containing a list of transaction proposals sent from 
sellers ; 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing a method and apparatus 
for facilitating commerce between buyer and seller according 
25 to another embodiment of the present invention; and 

FIG. 12 is a flow chart showing a method for facilitating 
commerce between buyer and seller according to the embodiment 
of the present invention shown in FIG. 11. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Referring to FIG. 1, the computer system according to 
the present invention comprises a seller terminal 300,. a buyer 
5 terminal 400, and a mediating computer 200, each of which are 
connected through an open network such as the Internet employing 
an IP address assignment system according to TCP/IP protocol. 
The seller terminal 300 and the buyer terminal 400 are installed 
with basic programs, such as a wordprocessor, Internet browser, 
10 and email software, and are provided with means for connection 
to the network, e.g., a modem. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the mediating computer 200 comprises 
a central processing unit 204 acting as a main controller, 
which includes RAM and ROM memories and other typical central 
15 processing essentials such as a clock generator and an operating 
system, an access code processor 202 for encoding and decoding 
an access code used in the system, a payment processor 206 
for processing payments electronically, a telecommunication 
means214, e.g., amodem, for connection with the seller terminal 
20 300 and the buyer terminal 400 through the Internet, a sellers 
database 208 , a buyers database 210 , arid an operational database 
212. The databases 208, 210, and 212 are sorted by seller 
and buyer information, such as address, contact name, telephone 
number, buyer reply list files, selected buyer list files, 
25 and reconstructed files. 

Referring to FIG. 3, the seller terminal 300 corrprises 
a central processing unit 302 acting as a main controller, 
which similarly includes RAM and ROM memories and other typical 
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central processing essentials such as a clock generator, an 
operating system, and input /output ports, an access code 
processor 304 for encoding and decoding an access code used 
in the system, an input /output means 308 such as a keyboard 
5 and monitor or printer, an operational database 308, and a 
telecommunication means 310, e.g., a modem, for connection 
with the mediating computer 200 through the Internet. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the buyer terminal 400 also comprises 
a central processing unit 402 acting as a main controller, 

10 which similarly includes RAM and ROM memories and other typical 
central processing essentials such as a clock generator, an 
operating system, and input/output ports, an access code 
processor 404 for encoding and decoding an access code used 
in the system, an input/output means 408 such as a keyboard 

15 and monitor or printer, an operational database 406, and a 
telecommunication means 410, e.g., a modem, for connection 
with the mediating computer 200 through the Internet. 

Using the seller terminal 300 and FTP protocol, a seller 
sends a document file to the mediating computer 200. The 

20 document file is a transaction proposal directed to a potential 
buyer or buyers, prepared using an ordinary wordprocessor . 
At the same time, the seller may also send a selected buyer 
list file, which is stored in the operational database 306 
based on reconstructed files previously received from the 

25 mediating computer 200 and is created by selecting from among 
buyers who have previously replied to the mediating computer 
200 with a buyer reply list file including buyer reply data. 
The reconstructed file is created with a predetermined format 



8 



WO 01/71594 



PCT/KR01/00331 



according to a corresponding document file originally received 
at the mediating computer 200 from the seller terminal 300. 

The mediating computer 200, which operates (or hosts) 
a website serving a predetermined market, acts as a mediating 
5 trader between buyers and sellers, typically, using a modem 
and TCP/ IP protocol for connecting to the network or the Internet. 
The mediating ccfnputer 200 receives the document file from 
the seller terminal 300 via the Internet and automatically 
reconstructs the document file into a predetermined format. 
10 Though the document file includes pertinent product (or 
service) data, such as pricing and availability information, 
a brief description of the goods/services, packaging details, 
and the like, there is no information included for identifying 
the means for connecting to the seller terminal, i.e., no 
15 telephone number, URL, any other seller connection means data. 
Based on the received document file, the mediating computer 
200 stores a reconstructed file into the operational database 
212. 

Referring to FIG. 5 , a method for mediating between sellers 
20 and buyers to facilitate commerce between buyer and seller 
will be described. Here, it is assumed that the mediating 
computer 200 includes a list of registered buyers stored in 
the buyer database 210. 

In a step 1000, a seller creates a document file using 
25 the seller terminal 300. The document file, which contains 
a transaction proposal for a registered buyer, is transmitted 
and received via the network (e.g., Internet) from the seller 
terminal 300 to the mediating computer 200. 
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In a step 1100, the mediating computer 2D0 reconstructs 
the document file into a predetermined format which contains 
product data but, notably, contains no seller connection means 
data. The mediating computer 200 sends the reconstructed file 
5 to the buyer terminal 400 of a potential buyer. In this step, 
the buyer terminal 400 belongs to a registered buyer, i.e., 
one whose buyer information is pre- stored in the buyer database 
210 of the mediating computer 2 00. 

. In a step 1200, the registered buyers receive the 

10 reconstructed document file from the mediating computer 200 
and, if warranted, creates a reply message (reply data) 
accordingly . The reply file is then sent from the buyer terminal 
400 to the mediating computer 200. A potential buyer may be 
inclined to buy the proffered goods or services or may imply 

15 wish to contact the seller before acting further. The mediating 
computer 200 thus receives a list of reply messages. 

In a step 1300, the mediating computer 200 reconstructs 
the reply messages into a buyer reply list file, which is sent 
to the seller terminal 300 . The buyer reply list file includes 

20 the reply messages of all responsive buyers but, notably, 
excludes any information for identifying the means for 
connecting to the buyer terminals, i.e. , no telephone numbers, 
URLs, any other buyer connection means data. 

In a step 1400, the seller chooses from among the buyers 

25 of the buyer reply list file to generate a selected buyer list 
file. The selected buyer list file is sent to the mediating 
computer 200. 

In a step 1500, the final step, the mediating computer 
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200 sends the previously omitted buyer connection means data 
to the seller terminal 300. 

In more detail, in the step 1000 of FIG- 5, which transpires 
in the seller terminal 300, a document file is created for 
5 the purpose of transaction mediation and sent to the mediating 
computer 200. The document file includes informed ior ~ 
identifying the means for connecting to the seller terminal, 
such as the companys telephone number or email address. The 
seller may also include the URL for an electronic catalog or 
10 a classification selection to narrow the scope of buyers who 
will ultimately receive the document file from the mediating 
terminal 200. By sending the document file to the mediating 
computer 200, the sellers requests mediation. 

The step 1100 of FIG. 5 will now be described in greater 
15 detail . 

In the mediating computer 200, a received document file 
is reconstructed by first retrieving data stored in the 
operational database 212. The reconstructed file may assume 
any format, but basically consists of two parts: a header and 
20 a body. The header is filled with the seller's information 
such as the contents of the transaction proposal to the buyers. 
The header does not include any information on the means for 
connecting to the seller terminal. The body is filled with 
the buyer' s information such as name of the buyer or the buyer' s 
25 representative, which is stored in the buyer database 210. 

Besides the buyer information, the mediating computer 
200 also retrieves the buyer connection means data from the 
buyer database 210, in a step 1102. The buyer information 
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is inserted directly in the reconstructed file, but the buyer 
connection means data is first converted into a virtual 
connection means and a secondary means for connecting to the 
seller terminal 300, in a step . 1104. The converted buyer 
5 connection means data, i.e., the virtual and secondary 

connection m > is inserted in the reconstructed file together 

with the unconverted information which directly inserted, 
and the document file is thus reconstructed in a step 1106. 
Alternatively, the seller connection means data may be 
10 converted into a reply link, appearing as a button on a webpage, 
for directly connecting the buyer terminal 400 to the mediating 
computer 200, and inserted in the reconstructed file. 

In a step 1108, the reconstructed file is sent to the 
buyer terminals of the registered buyers in accordance with 
15 specifications provided by the seller, since the reconstructed 
file also includes any additionally provided information such 
as the URL for, say, an electronic catalog. 

In the step 1200 of FIG . 5, upon receipt of the reconstructed 
file from the mediating computer 200 at the buyer terminal 
20 400, the buyer creates a reply message, which is an electronic 
document containing buyer reply data as well as buyer connection 
means data. The reply message is transmitted electronically 
from the buyer terminal 4*00 to the mediating computer 200 using 
the return function of the email software . Alternative methods 
25 of transmission include facsimile and audio/video 
telecommunication . 

In the step 1300 of FIG. 5, the mediating computer 200 
compiles a list of replying buyers, called a buyer reply list 
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file, which identifies the prospective buyers and service 
fees, and sends the buyer reply list file to the seller terminal 
300. The compiled buyer reply list file includes a check box, 
or similar correlative means, for each replying buyer. Thus, 
5 the reply list will enable the seller to make selections from 
the list. The mediating computer may also insert a preferred 
method of payment, the amount for which will be in direct 
proportion to the number of selected buyers. A variety of 
buttons may also be inserted for a selection of the payment 
10 means, such as credit card or cash (wire) transference, and 
for confirming the seller's intentions before sending the 
selection results back to the mediating computer 200. 

In the step 1400 of FIG. 5, a selected buyer list file 
is generated by the seller terminal 300. Here, the seller 
15 checks the reply messages contained in the buyer reply list 
file received at the seller terminal 300, to determine which 
prospective buyers are to be contacted, "and clicks on the 
corresponding check box to select the buyer or buyers. If 
applicable, the payment means is also checked. The selected 
20 buyer list file is sent to the mediating computer 200, for 
example, by operating (clicking on) a confirmation button. 

The operation of the above-described system will now be 
explained in detail. 

First, a seller creates a document file containing a 
25 transaction proposal for a plurality of buyers and sends via 
the Internet the document file to the mediating computer for 
proposing of deal to buyer through the Internet. Seller 
connection means data is inserted in the transmitted document 
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file 

The mediating computer reconstructs the document file 
into any document format desired. The file reconstruction 
is automatic, and the resulting document format can be realized 
5 as an ordinary electronic document essentially consisting of 
a header and a body. ^he header containing the pertinent 
information from the seller but not the seller's contact 
information. In this manner, while no means for directly 
contacting the seller is transferred to the buyer, the company 

10 information is presented as a tailored business letter, since 
pertinent buyer information stored in the buyer database of 
the mediating computer is inserted in the body of the 
reconstructed file. Thus, although the mediating computer 
sends the same reconstructed file to many sellers simultaneously, 

15 each receiving buyer can receive a personalized electronic 
document . 

In the reconstructed file, the seller connection means 
data is converted into a virtual connection means and a secondary 
connection means (or a reply button) for contacting the seller. 

20 The virtual connection means and secondary connection means 
(or the reply button) are necessary because, if the mediating 
computer sent in the step 1100 real means for connecting, the 
buyers would be able to contact the with the seller directly 
by that means, obviating the function of the mediating computer. 

25 Next, replying buyers, i.e., registered buyers creating 

and transmitting a buyer reply list file together with buyer 
connection means data to the mediating computer, use a return 
button, facsimile transmission, audio/video (voice/picture) 
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telecommunication to send an electronic document via the 
Internet. Upon receipt, the mediating computer reconstructs 
the reply message into a buyer reply list file omitting the 
buyer connection means data , inserting a check box corresponding 
5 to each replying buyer for selection by the seller. The 
reconstructed file also includes the mediation fee, which is 
calculated based on and in direct proportion to the number 
of buyers to be selected, as well as buttons confirming the 
mediation payment and the intended means for payment. Here, 

10 it should be appreciated that the "buttons" mentioned herein 
are visualized on a computer screen and that other such buttons 
may be inserted as desired. The thus -reconstructed file is 
sent to the seller terminal, such that the means to connect 
to the respective buyers are unknown to the seller. 

15 Based on the reconstructed file as received at the seller 

terminal, the seller chooses from among listed replies, checking 
(clicking on) the check boxes of those deemed desirable for 
carrying out the originally proposed transaction, as well as 
the various buttons regarding payment. Then, the mediation 

20 payment is . electronically remitted through the 
telecommunication means and processed in the payment processor 
of the mediating computer. In a preferred embodiment, a seller 
could select, for example, a "reply to message" button after 
reading a reply message of interest. The payment is based 

25 on the number of such replies selected by the seller. 

Upon completion of the mediation process, the mediating 
computer sends to the seller terminal the buyer connection 
means data, which includes the registered names of the selected 
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buyers and all other necessary data, so that the seller terminal 
may be connected directly to the buyer terminals. 

By the method and apparatus according to present invention 
as described above, either a seller or a buyer can propose 
5 such transactions interchangeably and simultaneously, with 
the mediating computer supplying reconstructed replies to the 
plural buyers or sellers. In addition, it is preferable that 
the mediation be accomplished using the Internet and a website 
posting a bulletin board showing the realtime status of the 

10 consultations. 

FIGS. 6 and 7 are screen samples of seller proposals, 
each showing one example of the appearance of a document file 
to be sent to the mediating computer 200. Meanwhile, FIGS. 
8 and 9 are samples of reconstructed files received at the 

15 buyer terminals 400 by buyers, each showing one example of 
the appearance of a reconstructed document file sent by the 
mediating computer 200 . FIG. 10 shows an example of a bulletin 
board or posted webpage containing a list of transaction 
proposals sent from sellers. 

20 FIGS. 11 and 12 demonstrate another embodiment of the 

present invention, by which a buyer may contact a plurality 
of sellers . In this embodiment , similar to the first embodiment , 
a document file created by a buyer and containing a transaction 
proposal, one proffering a purchase of goods or services rather 

25 than a sale of the same, is sent from a buyer terminal 400 
to the mediating computer 200 . All subsequent steps correspond 
to those described in connection with the first embodiment, 
save in a reversed direction. Thus, in the second embodiment, 
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there is an exchange of position and relationship between 
the seller and buyer with respect to the first embodiment, 
while the mediating computer serves the same role. 

That is, in a step 2000, a buyer creates a document file 
5 us ing t he buyer t erminal 400. The document file, whi ch cont a i ns 

a transaction proposal from a buyer, is transmitted and received 

} 

via the network fje.g., Internet) from the buyer terminal 400 
to the mediating computer 200. 

In a step 2100, the mediating computer 200 reconstructs 

10 the document file into a predetermined format which contains 
descriptive information of a desired product but, notably, 
contains no buyer connect ion means data . The mediating computer 
200 sends the reconstructed file to the seller terminal 3 00 
of a potential seller 

15 In a step 2200, registered sellers receive the 

reconstructed document file from the mediating computer 200 
and, if warranted, creates a reply message (reply data) 
accordingly. The reply file is then sent from the seller 
terminal 300 to the mediating computer 200. 

20 In a step 23 00, the mediating computer 200 reconstructs 

the reply messages into a seller reply list file, which is 
sent to the buyer terminal 400. The seller reply list file 
includes the reply messages of all responsive sellers but, 
notably, excludes any information for identifying the means 

25 for connecting to the seller terminals, i.e., no telephone 
numbers, URLs, any other seller connection means data. 

In a step 2400, the seller chooses from among the buyers 
of the seller reply list file to generate a selected seller 
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list file. The selected seller list file is sent to the 
mediating computer 200. 

In a step 2500, the final step, the mediating computer 
200 sends the previously omitted seller connection means data 
5 to the buyer terminal 400. 

While the technical sprit of the present invention has 
been disclosed with the reference to the appended drawings, 
the descriptions in the present specification are for 
illustrative purposes only and should not be regarded as limiting 
10 the invention. Furthermore, those skilled in the art will 
appreciate that various modifications/ additions, and 
substitutions are possible without departing from the scope 
and sprit of the present invention. 

In particular, it should be appreciated that the 
15 versatility of the Internet, email software, and any displayed 
pages thereof allow for unlimited variations in the appearance 
of the reconstructed file and will provide the practitioner 
with the means to enhance the features of the basic concept 
and in turn to promote the attractiveness of the system to 
20 users. Therefore, it should be understood that the present 
invention is limited only to the accompanying claims, and 
equivalents thereof, to include the aforementioned 
modifications, additions, and substitutions. 
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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for f acili t a t ing commerce between a registered 
buyer and a seller using a mediating computer situated between 
5 a buyer terminal and a seller terminal, the mediating computer 
including a database of registered buyers and acting a° a s°r ro r 
for processing transactions via a network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(step 1000) receiving a document file via the network 
10 from the seller terminal at the mediating computer, the document 
file being prepared by the seller and containing a transaction 
proposal for the registered buyer; 

(step 1100) reconstructing the document file into a 
predetermined format , using the mediating computer , the 
15 reconstructed document file including predetermined product 
data, and transmitting via the network the reconstructed 
document file from the mediating computer to the buyer terminal ; 

(step 1200) receiving buyer reply data via the network 
from the buyer terminal at the mediating computer; 
20 (step 1300) reconstructing the buyer reply data into a 

buyer reply list file, using the mediating computer, the buyer 
reply list file including the buyer reply data, and transmitting 
the buyer reply list file via the network from the mediating 
computer to the seller terminal; 
25 (step 1400) generating a selected buyer list file from 

the buyer reply list file received at the seller terminal, 
the selected buyer list file consisting of registered buyers 
selected by the seller and being transmitted via the network 
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to the mediating computer; and 

(step 1500) transmitting buyer connection means data 
corresponding to the selected buyer list file via the network 
from the mediating computer to the seller terminal. 

5 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

in said step 1000 , seller connection means data is inserted 
in the document file containing the transaction proposal, and 

in said step 1100, the seller connection means data is 
10 excluded from the reconstructed document file transmitted to 
the buyer terminal. 

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein: 

in said step 1200, the buyer reply data includes a buyer 
15 reply document and buyer connection means data, and 

in said step 1300, the buyer connection means data is 
excluded from the buyer reply list file transmitted to the 
seller terminal. 

20 4. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 

step 1100, seller connection means data is represented visually 
as a reply link for directly connecting the buyer terminal 
to the mediating computer, the seller connection means data 
being inserted in the reconstructed document file transmitted 
to the buyer terminal . 

5. The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the buyer 
reply data is transmitted directly to the mediating computer 
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by operating the reply link. 

6. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 
step 1300, the buyer reply list file comprises at least one 

5 check box corresponding to a replying buyer for selection by 
the seller. 

7. The method as claimed in claim 6, the buyer reply 
list file further comprising: 

10 mediating fee amount data; 

a pay. link for initiating mediation; and 
payment means selector for the seller to select a payment 
means . • 

15 8 . The method as claimed in claim 6 , wherein the mediating 

fee amount is based on the number of selected buyers to be 
selected by the seller. 

9 . The method as claimed in claim 6 , wherein the mediating 
20 fee amount is in direct proportion to the number of selected 

buyers to be selected by the seller . 

10. The method as claimed in claim 6, the buyer reply 
list file further comprising a confirmation link for 

25 transmitting the selected buyer list file to the mediating 
computer . 

11. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the buyer 
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reply data is posted as part of a web page accessible on the 
network. 

12. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the buyer 
5 reply data is transmitted electronically. 

13. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
transmitted buyer reply data includes video information. 

10 14. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 

transmitted buyer reply data includes audio information. 

15. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 
step 1000, a seller catalog is inserted in the document file 

15 containing the transaction proposal, the seller catalog 
comprising URL information corresponding to predetermined 
products . 

16. The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein, in said 
20 step 1100, the seller catalog is inserted in the reconstructed 

document file transmitted to the buyer terminal. 

17. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 
step 1000, a selection of buyer classification is inserted 

25 in the document file. 

18. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 
step 1100, the reconstructed document file transmitted to the 
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buyer terminal is an electronic document having a header 
containing seller information. 

19. The method as claimed in claim l, wherein, in said 
5 step 1100, registered buyer data stored in the database of 

the mediating computer is inserted in the reconstructed document 
file transmitted to the buyer terminal. 

20. The method as claimed in' claim 1, wherein, in said 
10 step 1100 , seller connection means data is converted to a virtual 

means and secondary means for connecting to seller, the virtual 
and secondary means being inserted to the reconstructed document 
file. 

15 21. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 

step 1400, payment is remitted by the seller when transmitting 
the selected buyer list file to the mediating computer, the 
mediating fee amount data being determined based on the number 
of selected buyers. 

20 

22. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, in said 
step 1400: 

the selected buyer list file is generated by the seller 
checking the transmitted buyer reply data and operating a buyer 
25 selection 1 ink corresponding to the buyer reply data of a selected 
buyer contained in the buyer reply list file, the operation 
of the buyer selection link selecting a prospective buyer, 
and 
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a remittance of electronic funds is processed according 
to a selected payment means, the operation of a confirmation 
link remitting the electronic funds. 

5 23. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the said 

means for connecting to the said chosen buyers is e-mail. 

24. A method for facilitating commerce between a buyer 
and a registered seller using a mediating computer situated 

10 between a buyer terminal and a seller terminal, the mediating 
computer including a database of registered sellers and acting 
as a server for processing transactions via a network, said 
method comprising the steps of : 

(step 2000) receiving a document file via the network 

15 from the buyer terminal at the mediating computer, the document 
file being prepared by the buyer and containing a transaction 
proposal for the registered seller; 

{step 2100) reconstructing the document file into a 
predetermined format, using the mediating computer, the 

20 reconstructed document file including predetermined product 
data, and transmitting via the network the reconstructed 
document file from the mediating computer to the seller terminal ; 

(step 2200) receiving seller reply data via the network 
from the seller terminal at the mediating computer; 

25 (step 2300) reconstructing the seller reply data into 

a seller reply list file, using the mediating computer, the 
seller reply list file including the seller reply data, and 
transmitting the seller reply list file via the network from 
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the mediating computer to the buyer terminal; 

(step 2400) generating a selected seller list file from 
the seller repl^ list file received at the buyer terminal , 
the selected seller list file consisting of registered sellers 
5 selected by the buyer and being transmitted via the network 
to the mediating computer; and 

(step 2500$ transmitting seller connection means data 
corresponding to the selected seller list file via the network 
from the mediating computer to the buyer terminal. 

10 

25. An apparatus for facilitating commerce between a 
seller and a registered buyer using a mediating computer situated 
between a buyer terminal and a seller terminal, the mediating 
computer including a database of registered buyers and acting 

15 as a server for processing transactions via a network, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a seller terminal, connected to the network and provided 
with a wordprocessor, an Internet browser, and email software, 
to create a document file containing a transaction proposal 

20 for the registered buyer and to make selections from a buyer 
reply list file; 

a mediating computer, connected to the network, to receive 
the document file from said seller terminal, to reconstruct 
the document file into a predetermined format containing 

25 predetermined product data, and to transmit the reconstructed 
document file to buyers registered on the mediating computer's 
database; 

at least one buyer terminal, connected to the network 
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and provided with a wordprocessor, an Internet browser, and 
email software, to receive the reconstructed document file 
from said mediating computer and to transmit a reply messages 
based on the reconstructed document file, 
5 wherein said mediating computer supplies buyer connection 

means data to said seller terminal based on the reply messages 
transmitted from said at least one buyer terminal. 

26. The apparatus as claimed in claim 25, wherein said 
10 mediating computer further comprises a seller database and 

a buyer database respectively storing seller information and 
buyer information. 

27. The apparatus as claimed in claim 25, wherein seller 
15 connect ion means data is included in the document file containing 

the transaction proposal and is excluded from the reconstructed 
document file transmitted to the buyer terminal. 

28. The apparatus as claimed in claim 25, wherein the 
20 buyer reply data includes a buyer reply document and buyer 

connection means data, and the buyer connection means data 
is excluded from the buyer reply list file transmitted to the 
seller terminal. 

25 29. An apparatus for facilitating commerce between a 

buyer and a registered seller using a mediating computer situated 
between a buyer terminal and a seller terminal, the mediating 
computer including a database of registered sellers and acting 
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as a server for processing transactions via a network, said 
apparatus comprising: 

a buyer terminal, connected to the network and provided 
with a wordprocessor, an Internet browser, and email software, 
5 to create a document file containing a transaction proposal 
for the registered seller and to make selections from a seller 
reply list file; 

a mediating computer, connected to the network, to receive 
the document file from said buyer terminal, to reconstruct 
10 the document file into a predetermined format containing 
predetermined product data, and to transmit the reconstructed 
document file to sellers registered on the mediating computer' s 
database ; 

at least one seller terminal, connected to the network 
15 and provided with a wordprocessor, an Internet browser, and 
email software, to receive the reconstructed document file 
from said mediating computer and to transmit a reply messages 
based on the reconstructed document file, 

wherein said mediating computer supplies seller connection 
20 means data to said buyer terminal based on the reply messages 
transmitted from said at least one seller terminal. 

30. An apparatus as claimed in claim 29, wherein said 
mediating computer further comprises a seller database and 

25 a buyer database respectively storing seller information and 
buyer information. 

31. The apparatus as claimed in claim 29, wherein buyer 
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connection means data is included in the document file 
containing the transaction proposal and is excluded from the 
reconstructed document file transmitted to the seller terminal . 

5 32. The apparatus as claimed in claim 29, wherein the 

seller replv- cfnta includes a seller reply document and seller 
connection means data, and the seller connection means data 
is excluded from the seller reply list file transmitted to 
the buyer terminal . 
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